[bookmark: _GoBack]ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Please post you Annotated Bibliography of at least 5 outside sources in addition to your primary source(s) in either MLA or Chicago style formatting with 2-3 sentences below each source 1) explaining what the source is/argues and 2) how you might use it in your Final Research Project. Please also provide a working title and a working thesis statement below your title. 
For an example of what an Annotated Bibliography looks like, please click here (Links to an external site.) (although I'm not asking for nearly as much annotation as this source demonstrates). For a shorter example from my own PhD program (sans working thesis statement), click here  Download click here.





For this minor assignment, please upload either an outline for the creative option or a rough draft for the essay option of the Final Research Project. The rough draft or outline can be just that: rough. But you should have some solid, cohesive ideas put together in there, as well as your thesis statement for your project. The point of this is to get as much to your partner (and me) as possible to receive some feedback before you've even completed a first full draft.

The Final Research Project, which will begin with your Annotated Bibliography due on October 24, is meant to incorporate some research, such as the secondary essays we've been reading all semester, to help you learn more about a particular element of this course of your own choosing. The Final Research Project is, in essence, your sharing of this newfound knowledge with me and teaching me something in turn. Because research in medieval studies comes in many forms, this project gives you two options: choose research paper option or creative audio/visual option. Only choose 1

Research Paper Option
Make an extended argument of a minimum of 2,000 words (approximately 8-10pp double-spaced) about medieval women by drawing on one or more of our primary readings. You will use the secondary sources and/or new outside research to make your own analysis and interpretation of these primary sources, similar to the Short Essay assignments but on a grander scale. In addition to your primary texts, you must have at least five (5) outside sources: these can be academic critiques of the primary sources, historical/biographical of the time period and/or creators, and/or theoretical (a conceptual framework for your paper--feminist theory, critical race theory, gender theory, queer theory, psychoanalysis, structuralism, historicism, etc). The strongest academic essays make use of a combination of these types of research, and even combine those of the same category, such as feminist theory and historicism.
You will use this outside research to drive your reading of the text. Your paper is a presentation of and argument for your particular interpretation of the work(s) at hand, and it demonstrates how you are entering into a specific academic conversation to present a new perspective. Please remember that your paper must be in MLA or Chicago format with a Works Cited page. 
· You may center your reading around an interesting theme, motif, or construction of medieval women, but it must come together to help your reader (me!) better understand the work(s) you’re analyzing and interpreting.
· You may agree or disagree with scholars’ readings of your text, as long as you justify either AND you do not wholly adopt the position of someone else. How are you adding to the conversation rather than just mimicking it?
Creative Audio/Visual Option
For this option, choose one of the primary texts (original, translation, or adaptation) we have read this semester and develop an audio/visual, audio, or visual representation or adaptation of the text you have chosen. The point of this project is for you to present your own interpretation of a primary text, like Beowulf or The Owl and the Nightingale (or even just be inspired by one or more) and represent it using contemporary media (film, computer animation, gaming, children’s book, sculpture, painting, music, drama, etc).
Although your own interpretation is crucial, you must also base the authority of your interpretation on other scholars’ and artists’ engagement with the same material. You must have at least five (5) outside sources: these can be academic critiques of the primary sources, historical/biographical of the time period and/or creators, and/or theoretical (a conceptual framework for your projectt--feminist theory, critical race theory, gender theory, queer theory, psychoanalysis, structuralism, historicism, etc).
Like all good screenwriters, directors, game designers, artists, and more, you need to put in the right research to create the audio and/or visual modern adaptation that you desire. For this option, you will also have to write a commentary for the process of creating your project, like the director's commentary in a director's cut of a film, which tells me:
1) Why did you choose the primary text and medium that your project focuses on?
2) What research did you conduct and draw from in creating your modern adaptation/creatioin?
3) What did you learn in the process?
4) What do you hope I and your peers get out of your project? What do you hope is the big takeaway(s)?
Your commentary must be a minimum of 1,000 words (approximately 3-4pp double spaced) with a Works Cited page (MLA or Chicago style).
Examples from My Previous Students:
· medieval-inspired Pokémon cards
· medieval-inspired board game
· watercolor illustrated children's book
· canvas paintings of specific relationships between characters or concepts
· manuscript replicas using real animal parchment and quills
· miniature replicas of medieval sculptures
· writing music
· developing a video game
· rewriting the script of a modern play based on medieval evidence 
· creating a music video after translating a modern song into Old English
· writing riddles and translating them into Old English
· writing short stories and saints' lives
· creating interactive maps to trace trade routes for Vikings
· video essays instead of written papers
· writing and drawing a graphic novel for part of a long Old English poem
· and so much more!
 
Grading Rubric (graded) of the two options:
1)  To earn at least a C, your PAPER must do the MAJORITY of the following at an AVERAGE (not superlative) level, especially the first two (50% of the assessment): 
· develop a clear argument about a particular element, theme, motif, history of medieval women in a primary text (or two) of your choosing, whether it is literary, multimedia, or both--yes, you may bring in another primary text that we did not read/view in class--based on your interpretation aided by outside research.
· closely engage with the primary and secondary texts and do not stray away from it, create anachronisms, or make grand sweeping generalizations about the medieval period (e.g., the people, culture, religions, languages, literatures, etc). Stay focused on your primary texts with help, as needed, from your secondary texts and research.
· organize the flow of information in a logical way, moving from one point to another seamlessly and with appropriate transitions 
· use a tone appropriate to a college-level essay and avoids colloquialisms, cliches, and other informal words/phrases in discussing the material
· use a variety of sentence structures and avoids repetition in both style and vocabulary as much as possible
· make few mistakes of grammar and spelling that do NOT impede meaning
· and use proper citation and formatting, including a Works Cited page (please choose MLA or Chicago style formatting and use it consistently) - for both styles, your paper must be double spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font (or similar - not Arial or Courier). Word count does not include your Works Cited page.
2)  To earn at least a C, your CREATIVE AUDIO/VISUAL PROJECT must do the MAJORITY of the following at an AVERAGE (not superlative) level, especially the first two (50% of the assessment):
· present a clear interpretation of medieval women in whatever medium you choose to develop or represent a contemporary adaptation based on our readings, which should be informed by outside research
· include the required written commentary (see above for what to include)
· NOTE 1: I do not evaluate the quality of the art you produce since I'm not an art professor and most of you are not artists-in-training. I evaluate the thought and interpretation behind the creation as well as the amount of energy put into it, which is usually self-evident based on the audio/visual end result. However, I do evaluate the quality and quantity of your written commentary. Please write the commentary as if you were writing a formal paper (see criteria above after the first two bullet points on organization, tone, writing mechanics, citation, and formatting), and please be thoughtful about what you will include.
· NOTE 2: Because each of these creative projects is unique, the rest of your grading criteria may differ from your classmates who have chosen this option as well. However, I will always be clear about what I am looking for with you in our communication. There are no tricks. Just a desire for you to get the most out of this class in the best way for you.
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